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‘Ladies Only’ Night Out  

On April 5th, ladies from the DPYC gathered for a night out at Lalo’s Mexican Restaurant in Des 

Plaines. Everyone had a great time catching up after the long winter hiatus and spoke of everything 

but sailing! Conversation ran as freely as the margaritas, while Irene and the waiter provided the 

evening’s entertainment. In attendance:  Renee Rathbun, Jan Stoodley, Peggy Quiniff, Irene 

Faulkner, Valerie Duenser, Chris Lakowski, Peg Janson, Jan Stoodley, Joanne Washburn, Judy 

Ciborowski, Sue Hopson, and Joan Leeney.  Thanks to Renee, Valerie, and Peg for coordinating 

this event. 

Mark the Date — June 28th!  

You’re invited to a day of fun, food, swimming, and boating 

at the Janson’s home on Long Lake.  Families are welcome. 

Please bring a little something like an appetizer, salad, 

dessert, or preferred beverage. 

What: The Janson’s BBQ at Long Lake 

When: Saturday, June 28th 

Time: Doors open at noon 

Where:  

2008 Sail-a-Sailboat Day 

Each year our club holds an event open to the public to give others a taste of sailing, in hopes of 

attracting new participants to our sport and club. John Ciborowski is again sponsoring the event, so 

please contact him if you can help out. The activities are scheduled to run from 11am–2pm on 

Saturday, June 7
th
. There’s always need for additional skippers to provide rides in the boats, crew at 

the dock to assist the public with life jackets and boarding, and people at the desk to collect names 

and handle waiver forms. Let’s hope for good weather and a large turnout this year. 

New Docks at Lake Opeka! 

After years of unfulfilled hopes to replace the docks at the lake, the Park District has finally 

purchased and installed new models. The new docks are made of plastic and considerably wider 

than the prior aluminum models. Their layout has also been improved. The docks are significantly 

longer to handle more boats, and spaced further apart to improve accessibility. It’s now possible for 

careful skippers to sail around boats tied up between the two docks. 

Unlike the old setup, there is a thick plastic rail running around the perimeter of each dock to which 

the cleats are mounted. Be careful not to trip on this rail when entering or exiting your boat. We are 



still short tie-up points, so the club plans to add at least six additional cleats to each dock. Also, the 

vertical poles have been eliminated, but there are now metal railings on the ramps to contend with. 

It’s unknown whether these railings are required as part of some ADA regulation or can be 

removed, but they do interfere with launching boats, so be careful not to get your lines wrapped up 

while moving boats into and out of the water.  

Please note that the docks are anchored to the 

pavement by chains, each running along the 

sides and attaching via a bolt on each side of the 

dock. These attachment points present very 

sharp edges that can easily damage boats if care 

is not taken. The club is working with the Park 

District to add some type of padding to these 

points. Additionally, the docks are spaced 

differently than the old ones, and the underwater 

concrete ramps do not extend as close to the 

edge of the docks as they did previously. These 

ramp sections have been packed with stone, but 

be aware of potential drop offs if the stones 

shift. Also, note the eyebolt anchors sticking up 

out of the asphalt. 

The rental dock has also been replaced, although this dock is actually a bit shorter than the previous 

one. In the new layout the holding slip for the committee boat is located in the same position but is 

much shorter in length. The slip opening is wider, but the short extension and lack of poles to grab 

can make the docking process somewhat awkward. 

Float Boat and Spring Party 

Launching of the committee boat and general setup went smoothly this year, with around ten club 

members pitching in. Extra thanks go to Joe Stoodley who showed up an hour and a half early to get 

things done. Next year we’ll need to falsely inform him that we’re starting later! That evening, 

Peggy and Mark Quiniff did a great job hosting the spring party at their home in Des Plaines. 

  



   

Cargo Ship Sailing 

In other sailing related news, for the last several years a German company called SkySails GmbH 

has been developing a system to utilize sails on ocean-going cargo ships. These ships are not 

windjammers or schooners of yore, but modern container vessels. With fuel prices continuing to 

escalate, this method of harnessing the wind is being promoted as a way to reduce fuel costs by up 

to 30%. The company plans to offer sails with nominal pulling power of up to 5,000kW (6,800 HP), 

equivalent to about 1kW/square meter of sail area. 

The sail itself is not the typical triangular or square rig, but a giant parafoil similar to a modern 

parachute, flown from the bow and pulling the ship along like an enormous kite. A demonstration 

system was installed on the German ship Beluga SkySail, which tested the system on an Atlantic 

crossing from Bremen, Germany to Venezuela. Deployment and retraction of the sail is completely 

automated, a mast on the bow telescopes vertically like a giant power antenna and winches deploy 

and recapture the sail under computer control. 

 

   

Photos courtesy of SkySails GmbH 

Here’s a video of the system in action: 
http://s2.streamingfarm.tv/streamingfarm/skysails/20080122_SkySails_Inbetriebnahme_Bremerhaven_03_1000k.wmv 



More Sailing Movies 

Back by popular demand, here are some additional movies that feature sailing. Your editor takes no 

responsibility for film content. You may wish to check http://www.rottentomatoes.com to decide if 

any of these selections may be to your liking. Most if not all titles should be available on DVD. 

Captain Ron (1992) – A Chicago family inherits a boat from Clark Gable and hires a goofy, one-eyed captain (Kurt 

Russell) to sail them around the Caribbean. With Martin Short. 

Cabin Boy (1994) – If Captain Ron isn’t silly enough for you, try this. Chris Elliot boards the wrong ship to Hawaii, 

and is forced to serve as the cabin boy. Memorable line from David Letterman’s crusty fishing village 

character selling sock puppets: “Would you like to buy a Monkey?” 

Cutthroat Island (1995) – Before Pirates of the Caribbean, there was this movie. Geena Davis and her learned slave 

Matthew Modine follow a treasure map and engage in swashbuckling adventure. It bombed at the box 

office, taking production company Carolco Pictures down with it. 

Eric The Viking (1989) – A young Viking finds he has no taste for rape and pillage in this Monty Python inspired tale. 

Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger (1977) – Last installment of the Sinbad series, starring Jane Seymour. Ray 

Harryhousen’s stop motion animation also appears. 

Summer Rental (1985) – An air traffic controller (John Candy) rents a cabin in Florida and injures his leg. He winds up 

competing with a local sailing champion in a boat race. 

Lost! (1986) On a sailing cruise to Costa Rica, the boat capsizes and its religiously fanatic skipper decides to throw 

away all the food and water distillation equipment. 

 

 


